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the judges who had supported ship-money, and Stafford's friend. Sir George Radcliffe, who might otherwise have given evidence in his favour. When the articles were prepared they were published without Stafford's answer, so that throughout England they were not only unquestioned, but men saw him as the embodiment of oppression, corruption, and treachery, the., immediate impediment to peace and progress. Nevertheless, when on March 22, 1641, the trial opened in Westminster Hall, Black Tom Tyrant, as the crowd called him, was still confident that he could prove his innocence. The Lords for the most part were hostile, having suffered from his arrogance, and, besides, his incorruptibility and single devotion to the King had cut across various ambitious designs. Yet so many of the charges against him were proved false, and even if true would not amount to high treason, and he defended himself with such skill and courage, that public opinion began to veer round in his favour. Pym saw his case in danger and knew that Strafford tried and acquitted would be infinitely more powerful than before. The sublime vision of a supreme House of Commons was threatened with dissolution unless the Great Apostate could be attacked in another way. Such a way was by Bill of Attainder, that is, by a Bill condemning Strafford to death which had to pass the Commons and the Lords and be signed by the King. It involved no trial, no chance for the prisoner to defend himself; everything depended on the eloquence with which the case was presented against him, on knowledge of the psychology of crowds. Here Pym was in his element, and,